Jesse De La Cruz Ed. D, MSW
P.O. Box 1993 Stockton, CA  95201
 Cell: 209-423-4794
Email: jesse.delacruz588@gmail.com


Education: 

Ed. D: California State University, Stanislaus Turlock, CA                                                                                    2014
Concentration: Street Gangs
Dissertation: Mexican American/Chicano gang members’ voice on social control in the context of school and community: A critical ethnographic case study in Stockton, California

Master of Social Work: California State University, Stanislaus, Turlock, CA     

                    2003                                                                      
Concentration: Deviant behavior
Thesis: An evaluation of a substance-abuse treatment program for criminal offenders

Bachelors: Sociology, California State University, Turlock, CA     



                    2001                                                                                                    
Teaching Experience: 
Heald College:









          2008–2012







        
Taught Corrections, Police Operations Practice and Theory; Juvenile Delinquency; Victimology; Introduction into Criminology; Criminology; Organized Crime, Street Gangs & Terrorism.
Teaching Assistant (TA)








California State University, Stanislaus, Turlock, CA

Taught: Cultural Diversity

Personal Experience: 

My involvement with gangs’ spans over fifty years, beginning with my initiation into a street gang at age thirteen. In 1973, at age twenty-one, I became a member of the Nuestra Familia prison gang while serving time at Deuel Vocational Institution (DVI). I left the NF after being released from prison in 1976. During my criminal career which resulted in going in and out of prison for approximately twenty-three years, I witnessed the proliferation of gangs and observed all the superficial changes between old and modern gangs. In 1996, I was released from prison for the last time and changed the trajectory of my life. As a result of my gang involvement, both street and prison, and many years in different jails and prisons throughout the state of California, Texas, Washington, and Mexico, I have developed a unique and thorough insight into the gang phenomena. I believe my perspective is much more realistic than an academic or law enforcement given that I spent approximately thirty years inside jails, prisons, and was both a street/prison gang member and associated with gangs for many years. In 2019, I started doing research in human trafficking and the relationship between Human Trafficking, Drug Cartels and street gangs given the huge amount of humans who traffick throuhout the world.
Trainings:
Attended the three day National Gang Crime Research Center (NGCRC) Conference held in Chicago Illinois 







                                                          
Training sessions I attended during the three-day conference: August 6-8, 2018
· “Street Gangs Well Defined” conducted by Kenneth Davis, Detective, Yonkers Police Department, Gang/Narcotics Unit, Yonkers, NY. 

· “Patron Saints of the Mexican Cartels and Gangs” Conducted by Robert Almonte, Gang Specialist, San Antonio, TX.

· “Gang Prosecution in Cook County” conducted by Brian R. Holmes, Supervisor, Gang Prosecution Unit, Cook County State’s Attorney’s Office, Chicago Illinois.
· “Asian Gangs, The New gangs on the block”

· “MS-13: Gang of Gangs.

Read Books On Drug Cartels:
The Cartel: Don Wilson
The Taken: Javier Valdez Cardenas
ZeroZeroZero: Roberto Saviano

The Columbian Mule: Massiimo Carlotto

Interviewed Countlees individuals (60 Hours) concerning their experience with the Sinaloa and Arrellano Felix Drug Cartel.

Have researched via the internet Drug Cartels (80) Hours.

Testifed on Two Cartel cases (Kane County, St Charles Illinois & Leon County, Tallahassee, Florida).
Read Books On Human Trafficking:
Human Trafficking Around The World: Hidden in Plain Sight: Stephanie Hepburn & Rita Simon

Girls Like Us: Fighting for a World Where Girls Are Not For Sale: A Memoir: Rachel Lloyd
Disposable People: New Salvery In the Global Economy: Kevin Bales

Sold: Patricia McCormick

Human Trafficking; The Complexities of Exploitation: Paul Rigby

Migrant Crossings: Witnessing Humna Trafficking in the U.S.: Annie Isabel Fukushima

I also have relatives who are currently involved in prostitution for over 15 years. I have constantly spoken with them about human trafficking and intervewed many girls who were victims of human tarfficking (95 Hours) and connducted 45 hours of research on the internet and University Libraries  concerning Human Trafficking.

I have also attend webinars through the U.S. Institute Against Human Trafficking website: Human Trafficking 101 Webinar (1 Hour)
Unlock Freedom: It stops With Me: Webinar (1 Hour)
Professional Experience:
I have been qualified in well over 200 cases to testify as an expert witness. Below are just a few cases I have testified in, and some of the work I have conducted related specifically to gangs:
· In my very first case as a gang expert, I testified in Siskiyou County in a Death Penalty case involving an alleged White Supremacy gang. The gang allegations were dismissed after my testimony at the preliminary hearing

· In October 2013, I testified in Stanislaus County in an alleged Norteño gang murder case involving one adult and two Juveniles who were prosecuted as adults. All three defendants were found not guilty of the gang enhancements 
· Testified in Stanislaus County in November 2014 where a defendant had been charged with being a gang member under a gang injunction. The defendant was found not guilty and released from the gang injunction because of the not guilty verdict 

· In December 2014, I testified in a homicide case in Stanislaus County where gang allegations were filed. The jury was unable to reach a verdict. Defendants eventually pled guilty to lesser charges
· Testified in Tulare County in December 2014 on an Asian Blood gang case. All three defendants were found guilty of the gang allegations
· Testified in a Crip & Blood Nation gang cases in California & Pennsylvania and was a consultant in a RICO case in Miami, Florida where the government alleged the defendants were members of the Bloods  
· Consulted in a R.I.C.O. Case in Albuquerque NM. Case was dismissed
· Testified in a R.I.C.O Case in Harrisburg, Pennsylvania involving the Blood Nation

· Consulted in a R.I.C.O. CASE involving MS-13 gang members in Newark, NJ

· Consulted in three Death Penalty cases. Two in Florida and one in Bakersfield, CA
· Testified in a Death Penalty Case Leon County Superior Court; Tallahassee Florida

· Consulted in a case of R.I.C.O. United States District Court for the Southern District of Florida

· Consulted in a MaraSalvatrucha MS-13 Case: Untied States District Cout for the District of Colorado 
· Consulted in a R.I.C.O. United States Court for the Northern District of California

· Testified as an expert on prison culture: Kern County Superior Court: Bakersfield CA
· Testified MS-13: United States District Court for the Eastern District of California
· Testified on a United Samoan Organization: Death penalty case: Pinal County Superior Court
· Consulted on MS-13 Case: United States District Court for the District of Nevada
· Consulted on MS-13 Case: United States Court for the Northern District of California.

·  Consulted on MS-13 Case: United States District Court for the Southern District of Florida
· Consulted on an AB Case: Untied States District Cout for the District of Colorado 
· Testified in a Murder Trial: Denver Superior Court, Denver, CO

· Testified in a Juvenile transfer hearing, San Joaquin County Superior Court
· Testified in an alleged Norteño gang Murder; Kings County Superior Court, Hanford, CA
· Consulted on numerous Immigration cases involving MS-13 Gang members
· Testified on an immigration case involving 18th Street gang member from Honduras 

· Consulted on an alleged AB case: United States District Court for the District of New Mexico
· Testified in Double Homicide, Merced County Superior Court: Merced, CA
· Testified on Murder case involving Rolling 60s Crip Gang, Clark County Superior Court, Las Vegas, Nevada

· Have testified on 11 Juvenile resentencing cases 

· Have testified on 5 juvenile transfer cases in numerous counties
I have never worked on any Fresno Bulldog Gang Cases but am very knowledgeable concerning the Fresno Bulldog history and ideology. 

I have testified or consulted as a gang expert in the following District Courts and Counties:

· United States District Court for the Southern District of Florida, Fort Lauderdale, Florida
· Salt Lake County Superior Court, Salt Lake City, Utah
· Clark County Superior Court, Las Vegas, Nevada
· Contra Costa County Superior Court: Martinez, CA
· Dade County, United States District Court for the Southern District of Florida
· Denver County Superior Court: Denver, Colorado
· United States District Court for the Middle District of Pennsylvania, Harrisburg (RICO Case) 
· Ford County Superior Court: Dodge City, Kansas 
· Washington County Circuit Court: Hillsboro, Oregon 
· Kane County Superior Court, St Charles Illinois (Cartel Case)
· Kern County Superior Court, Bakersfield, CA
· Kings County Superior Court, Hanford, CA
· Lassen County Superior Court, Susanville, CA
· Los Angeles County Superior Court, Compton, CA
· Los Angeles County Superior Court, Long Beach, CA
· Leon County Superior Court, Tallahassee, Florida (Death Penalty Case)
· Mesa County Superior Court: Grand Junction, CO
· Marin County Superior Court, Marin, CA
· Merced County Superior Court, Merced, CA
· Santa Barbara Superior Court, Santa Barbara, CA
· Santa Clara County Superior Court: San Jose, CA
· San Diego County Superior Court (Death Penalty Case), San Diego, CA
· San Francisco County Superior Court, San Francisco, CA 
· San Joaquin County Superior Court, Stockton, CA
· San Mateo County Superior Court, Redwood City, CA
· Santa Cruz County Superior Court, Santa Cruz, CA
· Sacramento County Superior Court, Sacramento, CA 
· Siskiyou County Superior Court, Yreka, CA (Death Penalty Case)
· Stanislaus County Superior Court, Modesto, CA
· Pinal County Superior Court Florence, Arizona (Death Penalty Case)
· Placer County Superior Court, Placerville, CA 
· Riverside Superior Court, Riverside, CA
· Tulare County Superior Court, Visalia, CA
· Yolo County Superior Court, Woodland, Ca
I have participated in aiding lawyers in the preparation of testimony, written reports, and given opinions on well over 1,000 gang cases. Additionally, I have consulted/testified on numerous capital punishment cases. I have consulted with the Federal Public Defenders Office on a post-conviction case out of Sacramento, California and on three post-conviction cases in Oregon. As indicated previously, I have consulted on numerous R.I.C.O. cases including on a Syndicato Nuevo Mexico case in Las Cruses, New Mexico, MS-13 throughout the United States and have testified on numerous Immigration cases in California where the government alleged the defendant was a gang member.
Criminals & Gang members Anonymous (CGA): I formed the first and only CGA group on the streets in Stockton CA. CGA is a 12-Step program for gang members and criminals alike that addresses problems about gang & criminal involvement. Group membership is constantly evolving. As a result, new members bring with them a wealth of current information, which keeps me abreast of gang trends, both locally and on a state level. 1998-On-Going

Founder of Jonah Foundation: A sober living facility that provided counseling and sustenance for ex-offenders. It was through the group counseling and rap sessions that I developed meaningful contacts with the participants, all of whom had just been released from prison or jail before coming to Jonah. These men were attempting to disassociate themselves from the gang/criminal lifestyle. To date, many of them continue to share with me valuable gang and other criminogenic trends.                     
     




                         2006-2008
Program Director of a Day Reporting Center: In 2008, the California Department of Corrections and Rehabilitation awarded BI, Inc. a contract to operate a facility targeting high-risk offenders. The intent of this program was to alter the behavior of the offender by using evidence-based practices. As the day-to-day operations manager and oversaw the safety and security of my employees and our clients. In the process of my daily interactions with clients who were just recently released from California State Prisons, I was fortunate to gather intelligence concerning gang trends. 








2008-2010

Publications: 
Detoured: My Journey from Darkness to Light. Barking Rooster Publications: Los Angeles, CA (My Memoir) 2011.
Journal of Prisoners on Prisons: Volume 21, Number 1 & 2, 2012

Dissertation: Mexican American/Chicano gang members’ voice on social control in the context of school and community: An Ethnographic case study in the city of Stockton CA. 2014
Presentations: 

Gang Involvement: A Look at Why Minors Join Gangs and How WE Can Reach Our Youth. The 41st National Association for Bilingual Education (NABE), Dallas, Texas                                                                                   2012
Seeing Ourselves Emancipating Our Dialogue: Research as Hope From Incarceration Today And Tomorrow. Presented at the 2nd Annual Alliance for Multilingual Multicultural Education Conference: San Antonio, Texas 2011

University of Davis




                                      Davis, California: April 2020
Gang Awareness Workshops I Facilitated:

Presented at the 2016 CACJ/CPDA Capital Case Defense Seminar in San Diego, CA
Merced Unified School District: Merced, CA

Stockton Unified School District: Stockton, CA

Roseville School District: Roseville, CA 

Parks & Recreation Department: Stockton, CA 

Monterey County Juvenile Hall: Salinas, CA 

San Francisco County Juvenile Hall: San Francisco, CA

Alameda Juvenile Hall: Oakland, CA 

San Joaquin Delta College: Stockton, CA 

CSU Stanislaus: Turlock, CA

Santa Maria Unified School District, Santa Maria, CA

Los Prietos Boys Camp, Santa Barbara, CA

Presented for Los Angeles County Public Defender’s Office on Juvenile gang cases

References:
Shelia Savage
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Miami, FL 33132
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Email: mp@miaesq.com
Death Penalty Case

Morris Carranza, Assistant Public Defender
Marin County Florida

Fifth Judicial Circuit of Florida
(352) 287-9592
Death Penalty Case
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